
 

Dear Parent,  

Here at Midland High we are working hard to improve our academic programs and ensure that students are learning what they will 

need to know to be college and career ready upon graduation.  Grading is always a very touchy issue, but how we evaluate a 

student’s work is a very important part of ensuring that learning has occurred.  There are many things that can skew a student’s 

grades such as taking points off for behaviors or adding points for non-academic efforts. 

In an effort to make grades more reflective of student learning and prepare students for post-secondary education, we are piloting 

some grading changes in this course.  This new grading system is one that I developed for my previous campus and was adopted 

by several other campuses due to the success in increasing grading accuracy and providing students with the opportunity to receive 

more targeted instruction, tutoring, and opportunity for retakes. 

Here are the basics of this system: 

 Students will have three categories for assignments:  Summative Major, Summative Minor, and Practice.  (Major 

categories weights vary by subject area based on district expectations) 

 The practice category is a non-weighted category and will be used for any assignments done at home or in class as 

practice for assessments.   

 Assignments in the practice category will be graded and entered into the gradebook, but will not average into the student’s 

grades. 

 While practice assignments will not count for (or against) the student’s final grade, if a student is not successful on 

classroom assessments, they will not be able to retake the assessment until they have completed all of the practice or 

come in for a targeted tutoring session.  

 Each content area will provide a specific retake policy so that students are aware of what they will need to do in order to 

get a retake. 

The benefits of this system are wonderful for improving student learning, accuracy of grades, and students in receiving targeted 

assistance from the teacher.  Students also have the benefit of being able to concentrate their efforts on the practice they truly need 

and not expend unnecessary time in areas where they are already proficient.  This is a skill that will serve them well in college. 

This being said, it is not uncommon for student grades to be lower at first implementation.  If a student chooses not to do the 

practice just because “it doesn’t count,” they may find themselves underprepared for assessments, facing a more rigorous retake, or 

unable to retake the assessment.   

I want you to be aware of the changes, know that it is a tested system that will ultimately benefit your child, and feel free to ask any 

questions you may have of your teacher and/or me.  Our mission is college-ready, career-ready, life-ready and your child’s success 

in our goal. 

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Leslie D. Sparacello 

Principal, Midland Senior High  


